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IN THE CLAIMS 

This is a complete and current listing of the claims, marked with status identifiers in 
parentheses. The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and second hardware 
components, comprising: 

a data gate circuit that transmits a data gate signal; 

a data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data gate signal; 

a media gate circuit that transmits a media gate signal; and 

a mode selection circuit that transmits mode selection information under control 
of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the 
first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media 
and the second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signal- j-aftd 

a buff e r attention circuit that receives a buffer attention signal . 

2. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 1, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

3. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 2, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

4. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 3, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 
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5. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 3, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

6. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and second 
hardware components, comprising: 

a data gate circuit that receives a data gate signal; 

a data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data gate signal; 
a media gate circuit that receives a media gate signal; and 

a mode selection circuit that receives mode selection information under control of 
the media gate signa l wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first 
and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and 
the second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signal r-aftd 

a buff e r attention circuit that transmits a buff e r attention signal . 

7. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 6, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

8. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 7, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

9. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 8, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 
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10. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 8, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

11. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and second 
hardware components, comprising: 

a first data gate circuit that transmits a data gate signal; 
a first data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data 
gate signal; 

a first media gate circuit that transmits a media gate signal; 
a first mode selection circuit that transmits mode selection information 
under control of the media gate signal; 

a first buffer attention circuit that r e ceives a buffer att e ntion s ignal; 

a second data gate circuit that receives the data gate signal; 

a second data circuit that transmits or receives data under the control of 
the data gate signal; 

a second media gate circuit that receives the media gate signal; and 

a second mode selection circuit that receives mode selection information 
under control of the media gate signal ; and a s e cond buff e r att e ntion circuit that 
transmits th e buffer attention signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the 
transfer of data between the first and second hardware components and wherein 
data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware component 
in accordance with the media gate signal . 
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12. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 11, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

13. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 12, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

14. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 13, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 

15. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 13, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

16. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and_second 
hardware components, comprising: 

data gate circuit means for transmitting a data gate signal; 

data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate 

signal; 

media gate circuit means for transmitting a media gate signal; and 
mode selection circuit means for transmitting mode selection information under 
control of the media gate signal . wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data 
between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a 
storage media and the second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signaU -aftd 
buff e r att e ntion circuit means for receiving a buffer att e ntion signal . 
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17. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 16, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

18. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 17, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

19. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 18, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 

20. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 18, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

21. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and second 
hardware components, comprising: 

data gate circuit means for receiving a data gate signal; 

data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate 

signal; 

media gate circuit means for receiving a media gate signal; and 
mode selection circuit means for receiving mode selection information under 
control of the media gate signal^-asd 

buffer attention circuit moans for transmitting a buff e r attention signal , wherein said data gate 
signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware components and 
wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware component in 
accordance with the media gate signal . 
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22. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 21, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

23. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 22, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

24. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 23, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 

25. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 23, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

26. (Currently Amended) A latency-independent interface between first and second 
hardware components, comprising: 

first data gate circuit means for transmitting a data gate signal; 

first data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of 
the data gate signal; 

first media gate circuit means for transmitting a media gate signal, 

first mode selection circuit means for transmitting mode selection 
information under control of the media gate signal; 
first buffer att e ntion circuit m e ans for receiving a buff e r att e ntion signal; 

second data gate circuit means for receiving the data gate signal; 

second data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control 
of the data gate signal; 
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second media gate circuit means for receiving the media gate signal; and 
second mode selection circuit means for receiving mode selection 
information under control of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal 
controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware components 
and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signal j -and 
second buffer attention circuit means for transmitting a buff e r att e ntion signal . 

27. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 26, wherein the mode 
selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

28. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 27, wherein the tag 
information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the 
control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from 
a previous location or from a new location. 

29. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 28, wherein the control 
information further comprises a reset command. 

30. (Original) The latency-independent interface of claim 28, wherein the control 
information further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of 
associated data. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting and receiving signals between 
first and second hardware components, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 
transmitting a media gate signal; and 
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transmitting mode selection information under the control of the media gate signal 
, wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware 
components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signali -arel 

receiving a buffer att e ntion signal . 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the mode selection information 
comprises tag information and control information. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 32, wherein the tag information comprises a tag 
command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control information comprises 
commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a previous location or from a 
new location. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33, wherein the control information further 
comprises a reset command. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 33, wherein the control information further 
comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated data. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting and receiving signals between 
first and second hardware components, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 
receiving a media gate signal; and 

receiving mode selection information under control of the media gate signal a 
wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware 
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components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signalr -anfl 
transmitting a buffer att e ntion signal . 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the mode selection information 
comprises tag information and control information. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the tag information comprises a tag 
command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control information comprises 
commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a previous location or from a 
new location. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein the control information further 
comprises a reset command. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein the control information further 
comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated data. 

41. (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting and receiving signals between 
first and second hardware components, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting and receiving a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 

transmitting and receiving a media gate signal; and 

transmitting and receiving mode selection information under control of the media 
gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and 
second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the 
second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signalj -and 

transmitting and receiving a buffer att e ntion signal . 
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42. (Original) The method of claim 41, wherein the mode selection information 
comprises tag information and control information. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the tag information comprises a tag 
command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control information comprises 
commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a previous location or from a 
new location. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein the control information further 
comprises a reset command. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein the control information further 
comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated data. 

46. (Currently Amended) An interface protocol between at least a first and second 
twe hardware compon e nts component , comprising: 

a transmitted data gate signal; 

a data signal carrying data that is transmitted or received under control of the data 

gate signal; 

a transmitted media gate signal; and 

a mode selection signal carrying mode selection information that is transmitted 
under control of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data 
between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a 
storage media and the second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signaU -and 

a received buffer att e ntion signal . 

47. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 46, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 



11 



MP0043 * • 09/661,912 PATENT 

48. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 47, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

49. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 48, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 

50. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 48, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

51. (Currently Amended) An interface protocol between at least a first and second 
two hardware compon e nts component , comprising: 

a received data gate signal; 

a data signal carrying data that is transmitted or received under control of the data 

gate signal; 

a received a media gate signal; and 

a mode selection signal carrying mode selection information that is received 
under control of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data 
between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a 
storage media and at least one of the first and second hardware components in accordance with 
the media gate signak -and 

a transmitt e d buff e r att e ntion signal . 

52. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 51, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 
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53. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 52, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

54. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 53, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 

55. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 53, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

56. (Currently Amended) An interface protocol between at least a first and second 
twe hardware components component , comprising: 

a data gate signal transmitted by a the first hardware component and received by a 
the second hardware component; 

a data signal that transmits data between the first and second hardware 
components under control of the data gate signal; 

a media gate signal transmitted by the first hardware -component and received by 
the second hardware component; and 

a mode selection signal that transmits mode selection information from the first 
hardware component to the second hardware component under control of the media gate signal, 
wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware 
components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signalj -afld 
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a buffer att e ntion signal transmitt e d by th e s e cond hardwar e compon e nt and 
rec e ived by th e first hardware compon e nt . 

57. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 56, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 

58. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 57, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

59. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 58, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 

60. (Original) The interface protocol of claim 58, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

61. (Currently Amended) A devic e readable medium embodying a program ef 
instructions for execution by a device for performing a method of transmitting and receiving 
signals between first and second hardware components, the program of instructions comprising 
instructions for: 

transmitting a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 
transmitting a media gate signal; and 

transmitting mode selection information under control of the media gate signal 
wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware 
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components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signals and 
r e ceiving a buff e r attention oignal . 

62. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e r e adabl e medium of program of claim 61, 
wherein the mode selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

63. (Currently Amended) The d e vice readabl e m e dium of program of claim 62, 
wherein the tag information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated 
data, and the control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is 
continued from a previous location or from a new location. 

64. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e r e adabl e medium of program of claim 63, 
wherein the control information further comprises a reset command. 

65. (Currently Amended) The d e vice readabl e medium of program of claim 63, 
wherein the control information further comprises size information comprising a size command 
that indicates size of associated data. 

66. (Currently Amended) A devic e r e adable medium e mbodying a program ef 
instructions for execution by a device for performing a method of transmitting and receiving 
signals between first and second hardware components, the program of instructions comprising 
instructions for: 

receiving a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 
receiving a media gate signal; and 

receiving mode selection information under control of the media gate signal 
wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware 
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components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signak -aftd 
transmitting a buff e r att e ntion signal . 

67. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e roadablo modium of program of claim 66, 
wherein the mode selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

68. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e readabl e medium of program of claim 67, 
wherein the tag information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated 
data, and the control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is 
continued from a previous location or from a new location. 

69. (Currently Amended) The device r e adabl e medium of program of claim 68, 
wherein the control information further comprises a reset command. 

70. (Currently Amended) The device readable m e dium of program of claim 68, 
wherein the control information further comprises size information comprising a size command 
that indicates size of associated data. 

71. (Currently Amended) A devic e readabl e medium e mbodying a program ef 
instructions for execution by a device for performing a method of transmitting and receiving 
signals between first and second hardware components, the program of instructions comprising 
instructions for: 

transmitting and receiving a data gate signal; 

transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate signal; 

transmitting and receiving a media gate signal; and 

transmitting and receiving mode selection information under control of the media 
gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between the first and 
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second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the 
second hardware component in accordance with the media gate signah -aftd 
tran s mitting and r e ceiving a buffer attention signal , 

72. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e readable medium of program of claim 71, 
wherein the mode selection information comprises tag information and control information. 

73. (Currently Amended) The devic e readabl e medium of program of claim 72, 
wherein the tag information comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated 
data, and the control information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is 
continued from a previous location or from a new location. 

74. (Currently Amended) The d e vic e readabl e medium of program of claim 73, 
wherein the control information further comprises a reset command. 

75. (Currently Amended) The devic e readable m e dium of program of claim 73, 
wherein the control information further comprises size information comprising a size command 
that indicates size of associated data. 

76. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 1, further comprising a buffer 
attention circuit that receives a buffer attention signal. 

77. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 6, further comprising a buffer 
attention circuit that transmits a buffer attention signal . 

78. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 11, further comprising a first 
buffer attention circuit that receives a buffer attention signal and a second buffer attention circuit 
that transmits the buffer attention signal. 

79. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 16, further comprising buffer 
attention circuit means for receiving a buffer attention signal . 
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80. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 21, further comprising buffer 
attention circuit means for transmitting a buffer attention signal. 

81. (New) The latency-independent interface of claim 26, further comprising first 
buffer attention circuit means for receiving a buffer attention signal and second buffer attention 
circuit means for transmitting a buffer attention signal . 

82. (New) The method of claim 31, further comprising receiving a buffer attention 

signal . 

83. (New) The method of claim 36, further comprising transmitting a buffer attention 

signal. 

84. (New) The method of claim 41, further comprising transmitting and receiving a 
buffer attention signal . 

85. (New) The interface protocol of claim 46, further comprising a received buffer 
attention signal. ' 

86. (New) The interface protocol of claim 51, further comprising a transmitted buffer 
attention signal . 

87. (New) The interface protocol of claim 56, further comprising a buffer attention 
signal transmitted by the second hardware component and received by the first hardware 
component . 

88. (New) The program of claim 61, further comprising receiving a buffer attention 

signal . 

89. (New) The program of claim 66, further comprising transmitting a buffer attention 
signal. 
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90. (New) The program of claim 71, further comprising transmitting and receiving a 
buffer attention signal. 

91. (New) A device readable medium, comprising the program of claim 61. 

92. (New) A device readable medium, comprising the program of claim 66. 

93. (New) A device readable medium, comprising the program of claim 71. 

94. (New) A first hardware component including a latency-independent interface for 
communication between the first and a second hardware component, comprising: 

a data gate circuit that transmits a data gate signal; 

a data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data gate signal; 
a media gate circuit that transmits a media gate signal; and 
a mode selection circuit that transmits mode selection information under control 
of the media gate signal, wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data 
between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred 
between a storage media and the second hardware component in accordance with the 
media gate signal. 

95. (New) The hardware component of claim 94, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 

96. (New) The hardware component of claim 95, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

97. (New) The hardware component of claim 96, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 
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98. (New) The hardware component of claim 96, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

99. (New) A first hardware component including a latency-independent interface for 
communication between the first and a second hardware component, comprising: 

a data gate circuit that receives a data gate signal; 

a data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data gate signal; 
a media gate circuit that receives a media gate signal; and 

a mode selection circuit that receives mode selection information under control of 
the media gate signal, wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data between 
the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred between a 
storage media and the first hardware component in accordance with the media gate 
signal, 

100. (New) The hardware component of claim 99, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 

101. (New) The hardware component of claim 100, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

102. (New) The hardware component of claim 101, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 
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103. (New) The hardware component of claim 101, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

104. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a first hardware component including a first interface, the first interface including, 
a first data gate circuit that transmits a data gate signal, 
a first data circuit that transmits or receives data under control of the data 

gate signal, 

a first media gate circuit that transmits a media gate signal, and 
a first mode selection circuit that transmits mode selection information 
under control of the media gate signal; and 

a second hardware component including a second interface, the second interface 
including, 

a second data gate circuit that receives the data gate signal, 
a second data circuit that transmits or receives data under the control of 
the data gate signal, 

a second media gate circuit that receives the media gate signal, and 
a second mode selection circuit that receives mode selection information 
under control of the media gate signal, wherein said data gate signal controls the 
transfer of data between the first and second hardware components and wherein 
data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware component 
in accordance with the media gate signal. 
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105. (New) The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the mode selection information 
comprises tag information and control information. 

106. (New) The apparatus of claim 105, wherein the tag information comprises a tag 
command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control information comprises 
commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a previous location or from a 
new location. 

107. (New) The apparatus of claim 106, wherein the control information further 
comprises a reset command. 

108. (New) The apparatus of claim 106, wherein the control information further 
comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated data. 

109. (New) A first hardware component including a latency-independent interface for 
communication between the first and a second hardware component, comprising: 

data gate circuit means for transmitting a data gate signal; 

data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate 

signal; 

media gate circuit means for transmitting a media gate signal; and 
mode selection circuit means for transmitting mode selection information under 
control of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of 
data between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred 
between a storage media and the second hardware component in accordance with the 
media gate signal. 

110. (New) The hardware component of claim 109, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 
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111. (New) The hardware component of claim 110, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location. 

112. (New) The hardware component of claim 111, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 

113. (New) The hardware component of claim 111, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

1 14. (New) A first hardware component including a latency-independent interface for 
communication between the first and a second hardware component, comprising: 

data gate circuit means for receiving a data gate signal; 

data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of the data gate 

signal; 

media gate circuit means for receiving a media gate signal; and 
mode selection circuit means for receiving mode selection ^information under 
control of the media gate signal, wherein said data gate signal controls the transfer of data 
between the first and second hardware components and wherein data is transferred 
between a storage media and the first hardware component in accordance with the media 
gate signal. 

115. (New) The hardware component of claim 114, wherein the mode selection 
information comprises tag information and control information. 
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116. (New) The hardware component of claim 115, wherein the tag information 
comprises a tag command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control 
information comprises commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a 
previous location or from a new location, 

117. (New) The hardware component of claim 116, wherein the control information 
further comprises a reset command. 

118. (New) The hardware component of claim 116, wherein the control information 
further comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated 
data. 

119. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a first hardware component including a first interface, the first interface including, 
first data gate circuit means for transmitting a data gate signal, 
first data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control of 

the data gate signal, 

first media gate circuit means for transmitting a media gate signal, and 
first mode selection circuit means for transmitting mode selection 

information under control of the media gate signal; and 

a second hardware component including a second interface, the second interface 
including, 

second data gate circuit means for receiving the data gate signal, 
second data circuit means for transmitting or receiving data under control 
of the data gate signal, 

second media gate circuit means for receiving the media gate signal, and 
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second mode selection circuit means for receiving mode selection 
information under control of the media gate signal , wherein said data gate signal 
controls the transfer of data between the first and second hardware components 
and wherein data is transferred between a storage media and the second hardware 
component in accordance with the media gate signal. 

120. (New) The apparatus of claim 119, wherein the mode selection information 
comprises tag information and control information. 

121. (New) The apparatus of claim 120, wherein the tag information comprises a tag 
command that identifies a location of associated data, and the control information comprises 
commands that indicate whether associated data is continued from a previous location or from a 
new location. 

122. (New) The apparatus of claim 121, wherein the control information further 
comprises a reset command. 

123. (New) The apparatus of claim 121, wherein the control information further 
comprises size information comprising a size command that indicates size of associated data. 



25 



